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Writing Tip of the Month
What else have you got? Dig deeper.

Many years ago, I took a long, meandering walk through the streets of New York City with a 
woman I greatly admire. 

This woman happens to be a powerful writer with a distinctive voice, and the kind of gaze that 
seems to pierce right to the core of your being. When she looks at you, she fully sees you. 

As it turns out, one walk can change your entire life.

“What are you writing lately?” she inquired.

“Oh! I’m having so much fun, I’ve been doing lots of writing lately,” I responded breathlessly, 
eager to impress her. We arrived at an intersection and paused for a red light. 

“I have a blog and a newsletter, now. I’m sharing recipes that I like and lists of books that I’ve 
enjoyed. And every week, I do a ‘link round-up’ where I post a bunch of links to various things 
that inspire me.”

She nodded. “Uh huh, and what else?”

I gave her a puzzled look. “What do you mean?”

“And what else are you writing about?”

I didn’t understand the question. Hadn’t I just explained everything? I stared awkwardly at my 
feet. The light turned green. We crossed the street, weaving through the crush of pedestrians. 
On the other side, she smiled at me, and said,

“Alex, doing a ‘weekly link round-up’ is fine, but…I would love to see you writing about your 
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own life. Your own experiences. You have stories to share. You have insights. I’d like to see you 
creating your own body of work, not just rehashing other people’s work.”

I almost started crying, right there on the sidewalk, because I knew she was right. I had been 
playing it safe with my writing—making lists of other people’s stuff but not really creating my own 
original work.

I thought about her advice for the rest of the day. Actually, I’ve thought about her advice every 
day for the past ten years. I decided to accept the challenge that she’d issued.

And so, I started writing (awkwardly and shyly) about my own life. My love stories. My break-ups. 
My journey into self-employment. My thoughts on discipline, motivation, and productivity. My 
experiences with mental illness. My setbacks and darkest moments. I took every-thing that had 
ever happened to me, extracted the lessons I’d learned, and poured everything onto the page 
and the screen. 

Over time, I created a body of work of my own.

I still love reading—and making—“link round-ups” from time to time. There’s nothing wrong 
with scouring the Internet for cool things and compiling them into a fun list. That can be a lovely 
creative project, and your readers will probably enjoy your list very much!

However…

Just like my mentor said to me, all those years ago, 

“What else?”

What else do you want to say to the world?

What are the life experiences that have shaped your identity and have taught you the greatest 
lessons? Do you ever talk about those experiences publicly? If not, why not?

What are the stories you’d like to tell online, and perhaps in books, on the airwaves, and on-
stage? What’s hindering you from telling them?
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Most importantly:

How do you want to be remembered when you’re gone?

Would you like to be remembered as someone who “made a lot of really great lists and posted 
them on the Internet very frequently”? Or as someone who told honest, courageous stories that 
gripped people’s hearts and touched people’s lives?

Everyone is different. Every writer has her own goals and ambitions. If you enjoy “making lists” 
and that’s all you ever want to do, that’s totally groovy, and you should do whatever makes you 
happy.

But if there’s a little voice inside of you that’s whispering, “There’s ‘more’ I want to say…” or “I 
wish I was brave enough to tell THAT story…” then I encourage you to listen to that voice, be-
cause it’s popping into your mind for a reason.

What else? What else? What else? 

Keep asking yourself that question.

This month, as an experiment, make a list of true stories that you could write about in your news-
letter or elsewhere. Because you have a lot of stories.

The story of how you got your first job. 

Or that time someone betrayed you and broke your heart. 

Or the story of how you finally learned to speak up for yourself.

Or perhaps a story about a client, colleague, or friend who taught you a priceless lesson about life.

Rummage through the archives of YOU. That’s where you’ll find your best material. That’s your 
goldmine.

What else?
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